¥ HUSBAND WENT TO SOUTH AFRICA TO

WORK. I WAS LIVING WITH MY IN-LAWS, 8UT
DECIDED TO FOLLOW HIM. HE SAID THAT
THINGS WERE TOUEH. I WANTED TO SEE FOR

MALAYITSHAS® HELP US cROSS THE BORDER. THEY OPERATE
KOMBIS™ AND PICK-UP TRUCKS THAT BRING GOODS FROM SOUTH
AFRICA, T TOOK A KOMBI TO BEIT BRIDGE. THEY CHARGED $10 AND
SAID OTHER FEES WOLILD HAVE TO BE PAID AT THE BORDER,

NO//
DON'T COME! THINES
ARE TOUGH HERE!

J : MYSELF: SOME PEOPLE SAID HE HAD ANOTH-
Wisgling, iR
~a M lr@m)

et 4 from) Zimbalbwe to
m “'u‘fs';:“' Soutth Affrica

o A comic story
about human smuggling

across the Zimbabwe-South
Africa border.

™

*eross-border operators,
“*microbuses
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THE KOMBI DOES NOT CROSS THE BORDER.
WE WERE DROPPED OFF AT 11 O CLOCK AT

I HAVE ONE CHILD,
TWO AND A HALF YEARS
OLD, MY MOTHER TAKES

CARE OF HIM IN ZIMBABWE.

NIGHT. THE OTHER PASSENGERS WENT THEIR THE
T WAS 17 WHEN T 60T OWN WAY AND T WAS LEFT ON MY OWN IN A MALAVITSHAS
MARRIED PLACE T DID NOT KNOW. ASKED ME TO

PAY RTOO. I

THEN DECIDED

TO CALL MY

HUSBAND AND

EeitBroge I TOLO THEM

is a border town THAT THE
e LG MONEY WOULD

South Africa. BE PAID ON

It is a crossing ARRIVAL.

ﬁin;;.:ﬁrs ovar IF THEY DO

th_g Limpopo NOT &ET PAIO

River which ON ARPRIVAL,

I DI0 NOT HAVE A PASSPORT. IN BEIT 8RIDEE, I LOOKED FOR DRIVERS

forms part of the OFFERING PASSAGE ACROSS THE BORDER. MALAYITSHAS TRANSPOeT 1HEY WILL TAKE

y porder batyean PEOPLE TO AND FROM SOLTH AFRICA. IF YOU DON'T HAVE A PASSPORT, YOU 8ACK.
: countries. THEY TAKE YOU THROLGH THE BUSH, RATHER THAN THE BORDER GATE.
Chipo, 28 years old
o SIVER AND A 5
WE WERE AFRAID OF SOME OF THE MEN 3;}; 4 35 < %L;L%E?:ELEATEA;I‘::H‘:SQE ox! AR bR A A .
WE WERE TAKEN TO A HOME- il WHO WERE BEINE , THEY DID NOT WANT TO LOSE THEIR WE APE
STEAD IN THE BUSH AND BROUEHT TO Nt PEOPIT BOINE TO =
STAYED THERE FOR THReE [l THE PLACE. WE - TR N 3 : SOutH |
DAYS, WAITING FOR THE THOLGHT IT was( - \ : AFRICA!

&ROUP TO REACH 25 - THE
MAXIMUM THAT WOLILD FIT IN
THE CAR.

POSW > ~ - ._: B Y s
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. THAT WE COULD 8|
RAPED BECAUSE WE ALL
SLEPT IN THE SAME ROOM

. THIZD DAY, 2AM .




“robbers

EVERY MONTH, I SENC MONEY HOME THROUEH
THE MALAYITSHAS. I ALSO SEND SROCERIES LIKE
COOKING OIL, SOAP, RICE AND POTATOES

AND T SELL 0005 FROM ZIMBABWE HERE. I SIVE THE MALAYIT-
SHAS THE MONEY, THEN THEY &0 AND B8UY THE ITEMS AND 8RING
THEM FOR ME. THEY CHARGE RI1O FOR EVERY RIOO THAT I GIVE
THEM.

MOST OF QUR CLIENTS ARE REFERRED TO US FROM BACK HOME,
WE LISUALLY KNOW THEM AND THEIR PARENTS, AND WE TRUST THEM.

CAN YOU HELP OUR SON TO 6ET TO SOUTH AFRICA?

THEN WE WALKED FOR 9 HOLIRS TO MUSINA AND HID
THERE IN THE BUSH FOR A WHOLE LAY, WE HAD TO ME TO MY HUSBAND'S
FLEE FROM MASUMASUMAS®...

OF COURSE -
AS LONE AS
You pAy oue
CHAREGES

DOORSTEPR. HE WAS ANGRY,

BUT NOT FOR LONG...

WE SMUEGLE
HAVE MONEY,
SOME USE THE
‘PAY FORWARD'
SYSTEM -

WE ARE PAID ON

ARRIVAL.

LUNDOCUMENTED
TRAVELERS PAY
MORE, BECALISE
THEN WE HAVE
TO FIND THE
MEANS TO
GET THEM
CROSS THE
BORDER.

DOMESTIC WORKERS SOMETIMES GET
OLD FLURNITURE FROM THEIR
EMPLOYERS FOR FREE, 50O
THEY NEED THOSE THINGS
TO 60 HOME. WE TRANSPORT
SUCH THINGS., SOME

THINES I HAVE TO SMUSELE,
BECAUSE ZIMRA" WANTS

US TO DECLARE CERTAIN
&000s,

HEY TENDAI,
HOW ARE YOuR
KIDS?

“Zimbabwe Revenue Authority

EVENTUALLY, THEY DELIVERED

0K, YOU CAN
STAY..BUT, REALLY,
YOU SHOLULON'T
HAVE COME

ARRANGEMENT,
BEFORE WE
LEAVE WE CALL
THE PERSON
THEY ARE TRAV-
ELINE TO, TO
CONFIRM THAT
THEY WILL PAY.

IUST CALLING
TO MAKE SURE...

OUR CORPE BUSINESS IS TO TRANSPORT
0005, NOT PEOPLE. IT IS ALSO
ILLESAL TO TRANSPORT

PEOPLE WITHOUT

PASSPORTS.

QUANTUM OR SPRINTER
AND, IF WE TRAVEL EMPTY,
WE LOSE MONEY.

WHEN I RETURN TO ZIMBABWE TO VISIT, I TAKE A TAXL
IT COSTS ABOUT R250. MANY OF US DO NOT HAVE
PASSPORTS. THE DRIVER BRIBES THE OFFICIALS FOR
US TO BE LET THROUGH.

MOSTLY,
PEOPLE AT
THE BORDER
JUST LET US
PASS BE-
CAUSE THEY
KNOW THAT
WE WILL BE
BACK.

W & 5NN W




M ¥ WORK 15 TO TRANSPORT
PASSENEERS AND E00DS TO AND FROM

Bus driver, 4o, operating the
Harare - Johannesburg route.

IN 2007
THINGS WERE TOLIEH IN
ZIMBABWE. T WANTED TO &0 TO
SOUTH AFRICA TO WORK, BUT I
DID> NOT WANT TO LEAVE MY
FAMILY. BECOMING A BUS DRIVER
WAS THE BEST OF 20TH
WORLDS

HARARE, ZIMBABWE, WITH THE HELP OF AN ASSIS-

JOB FOR 11 YEARS.

CHARGES RANGE FROM R1000 -
R1200, IT 15 NESOTIABLE THOUGH,
WE BRIBE IMMIGRATION OFFICIALS
ON 80TH SIDES TO MAKE SURE THE
CLIENTS PASS THROUGH SAFELY

TANT AND BUS CONDLICTORS. I'VE BEEN DOING THIS A N

WE KNOW THE 80RDER OFFICIALS VERY

OTHER FOR SURVIVAL - WE ALL NEED
MONEY/

IN ADDITION TO PASSENGERS, WE
ALSO TRANSPORT MONEY (FOR 103
OF THE AMOUNT? AND &000S.

THAT ARE PROHIBITED
AT THE BORDER.

C =

ZIMBABWEANS CAN NTER SOUTH AFRICA
WITHOUT A VISA FOR Q0 DAYS. PASSENGERS SET
ENTRY STAMPS AT THE BORDER. BUT OFFICIALS "SELL
THE DAYS. eD DAYS COSTS R200 AND Q0 DAYS
COSTS R300. THESE ARE UNDERHAND DEALINGS; I
JUST PLACE THE AMOUNT IN THE PASSENGER'S PASS-
PORT. IF THE OFFICIAL SEES R3O0, HE OR SHE KNOWS
THAT THE PASSENSGER NEEDS A0 DAYS AND IF IT IS
R200, 80 DAYS,

»
TAKE 60005

WE DO CARRY

SOME PEOPLE ON A ‘PAY
FORWARD' ARRANGEMENT.
WE ALSO HELP BY
INSTRUCTING THEM WHAT
TO DO AT THE BORDER.

WILL NOT BE
SATISFIED
WITH THE
ERIBE. THEY
THEN SEARCH
THE BUS AND
DEPORT ALL
THOSE WITH-
OUT A PASS-
PORT..

BUT SOME-
TIMES, THEY
. [

HAND YOU WILL HAVE TO
PAY A FINE OF 1O OO0
PER UNDOCUMENTED
PASSENEGER.

IF THE DAYS ARE

B STILL VALID, WE CHARGE

. ORT RUOO, IF THEY HAVE

i ';?g&'ll"nm_ EXPIRED, THE PRICE IS
s R8O0

MANY VISITORS
EXCEED THEIR
PERIOD OF STAY.
WE DEAL WITH THE TS
OFFICIALS TO
REMOVE INCURRED
PENALTIES. FOR A
FEE, CLUSTOMERS
ALSO SEND LS
WITH THEIR PASS-
PORTS TO THE
BORDER

BEFOPE THEIR
DAYS EXPIRES AND
WE SET THEIR
PASSPORTS
STAMPED OUT.




AT BEITERIDSE, PEOPLE WILL BE CALLING OUT
"WE APE FROM BRPOTHER SAM OP MAI MARIA//"

WAS BORN IN
BIRCHENOUGH

VESETABLES. MY
HUSEBAND WAS IN
SOUTH AFRICA.
IN 201 HE
DECIDED I SHOULD
COME TO SOUTH

AFRICA =3 ; :
TOO. \ : \ |
\ / T YOU FOLLOW THEM AND THEY TAKE YOU TO A
=y '_-_ b

HOLISE. IF YOU ARE LUICKY, ENOLIGH PEOPLE WILL

B8E THERE (TO FILL UP THE PICK-UP TRUCK SO
il - THAT THEY DON'T WASTE FLIEL) AND THEY WILL

Rutendo, 25, > - TAKE YOU TO CROSS THE RIVER IMMEDIATELY.

AND GREW LIP WE TRAVELLED THERE

THERE. I AM THE TOGETHER AFTER ONE OF

5TH B8ORN HIS VISITS TO ZIMBABWE,
WE 80TH DID NOT HAVE

IN ZIMBABWE, PASSPORTS

I S0LD sUsaR-

CANE AND

THEY MADE US PAY R100 PER
PERSON WHEN WE 60T INTO
THE VEHICLE. WE WERE THEN
DRIVEN OFF

RIVER BED...
WE MET ZIMBABWEAN
SOLDIERS ALONG THE WAY.
AT EACH STOP WE WEPRE

ASKED TO PAY R1O PER
THIS TIME THE RIVER WAS FULL...
PERSON TO THE SOLDIERS.

ONLY CROSS IF YOU

APE BRAVE ENOUGH,

WE WILL NOT RESCLIE
YOU IF YOU FALLS

BACK IN BEITEBRIDSE, MY HLUSBAND WANTED TO SEND
ME BACK HOME AND TRY ASAIN HIMSELE THE MaLaY-
ITSHA WANTED RIOOO0O PER PERSON AND WE HAD
ONLY R300 IN OLR POCKETS.

R300 IS ENOUGH
FOR YOUR WIFE.

I CAN PAY FOR
YOu, BUT NOT
YOUR WIFE

SISTER,
CAN YOU PAY OUR
WAY ACROSS THE
BORDER?

Some estimates place
Zimbabwean migrants
in South Africa today

at about three million.

+.WE THEN
CROSSED THE
FENCE AND
PROCEEDED IN
A CAR. AT ONE
CHECKPOINT,
A SOUTH
AFRICAN
SOLDIER
REFUSED THE
DRIVER'S
BRIBE. WE
WERE HANDED
OVER TO THE
POLICE AND
DEPORTED
BACK TO
ZINBABWE.

WE MADE IT
INTO SOUTH AFRICA!




About the Project

The migration experiences of women from Zimbabwe to South Africa for domestic work is shaped by a number
of agents and processes. This comic is based on a study that included interviews with 40 Zimbabwean migrant
women who enter domestic work in Johannesburg. The study examined how their decisions about their
migration journeys are influenced by generational, ?endered and economic circumstances, as well as by
intermediaries who facilitate the different stages of migration. The study also considered the nature and role
of those intermediaries.

The study found a range of migration facilitators are drawn from the social network of the migrant domestic
worker. Even when these brokers have apparently weak ties with the migrants, they often perform highly
personal and individualised services.

Migrant domestic workers often carry the burden of precarious work as well as the precarity of being
non-nationals in Johannesburg.

This comic was produced by Cartoon Movement, an international platform for editorial cartoons
and comics journalism. The artwork is by Madd.o.

The research was funded by UKAid under the Migrating out of Poverty Research Programme Consortium at the
University of Sussex. This is an output from a project funded by UK aid from the UK government. The views
expressed do not necessarily reflect the UK government’s official policies.

© 2019 University of Sussex, School of Global Studies. Short sections of text, not to exceed two paragraphs, may
be quoted without explicit permission provided that full credit, including © notice, is given to the source.
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