A comic about the complex realfty‘ of irreqular migration from Ethiopia to SouthAfrica,

I NEVER CONSIDERED MIGRATING
LNTIL I LENT A MAN SOME
MONEY TO SEND TO HIS

SON IN SOUTH AFRICA.

1 \ HE WAS ABLE TO PAY
BACK THE LOAN EARLY
- WITH INTEREST/

HIS SON SENT HIM MONEY
FROM SOUTH
AFRICA TO

{ BUY LAND AND
BUILD A HOUSE.
IT SEEMED
LIKE A
MIRACLE!!
50 | DECIDED
TO MIGRATE
AS WELL.

his is the story of five people
from Hadiyya Zone in Ethiopia.
They are three migrants and
two migrant brokers. Each one has a
narrative to ghare.

There are three main routes used by the
immigrants. One is by air through
Nairobi to Botswana and then
overland to Johannesburg. The
second is via Moyale, Mombasa
and then by sea to Mozambique.
The third route i by land
through Moyale, Nairobi,
Tanzania and on to Karonga
and Lilongwe in

Malawi.

BEFORE | BECAME
A BROKER, | HAD A
QETALL BLSINESS
AND A WHEAT FARM.
| NEVER MIGRATED
MYSELF UT
TRAVELLED TO
MOZAMBIQUE
AND ZIMBABWE
FORDLELA  \l

Desta, 38

-

THERE WAS A BROKER WHO LIVED IN MY NEIGHBOLIRHOOD -
A SCHOOL MATE OF MY BROTHER. | CONTACTED HIM AND |
ACCOMPANIED A 6ROUP OF MIGRANTS TO ADDIS ABABA TO
GET A PASSPORT AND A MEDICAL CERTIFICATE,

/i
a (1
. Wait here

 Sibamo, 38

MY NAME 15 SIBAMO. | I-EWE THREE CHILDREN.

BEFORE I MIGRATED, | WAS VENDING CROPS IN THE MARKET AND
SOMETW‘& FARMING ON SHARE-CROPPING BASIS,

Ma.debo. 42 | AM MARRIED WITH THREE
s CHILOREN. PRIOR TO

MIGRATING, | TRADED IN
SALT AND SPICES.

MY WIFE HAD NO JO8.
| WAS THE SOLE
PROVIOER FOR A
FAMLY OF FIVE,

A ‘ )

: | WAS A SCHOOL
TEACHER BEFORE

RELOCATING

SOLTH,

| WAS

MARRIED BUT

MY WIFE DIED IN
A CAR ACCIDENT
IN SOUTH AFRICA,

Getahun, 4o

| WAS BORN AND
BROUBHT LIP IN
QURAL HADIYYA
20NE. | ATTENOED
SCHOOL UP TO
GRADE 9, WHEN |
WAS 20, T CANE 0
HOSANNA TO 0O
SMALL BUSINESS
THEN MIGRATED TO

MOST MIGRANTS PASS
THROUGH MOYALE.

MY PEOPLE COLLECT
THE PASSPORTS IN
MOYALE AND GIVE THEM
TO OUR PERSON IN THE
INMIGRATION OFFICE.

HE PUTS HIS
STAMP IN THEM
AND THEY ARE

FREE TO TRAVEL

INTO KENYA

THEN THEY GIVE
THE PASSPORTS TO THE
OFFICIAL ON THE
KENYAN SIDE. HE ALSO
STAMPS THEM. NOW THEY
ARE LEGAL TO TRAVEL TO
NAIROSBI 8Y PUBLIC BUS!




WE FINALLY ARRIVED IN
WE LISUALLY SEND MIGRANTS KARONEA, A RECEPTION
VIA MOMBASA TO MOZAMBIQLE, AREA IN MALAWI, WHERE
OVER THE OCEAN OR LAND, BUT WHEN WE STAYED TOGETHER
THESE ROLITES ARE CLOSED DUE WITH TWO HUNDRED
-l \ TO CONTROL, WE USE THE OTHER MIGRANTS,
WE TRAVELLED ACROSS KILIMANOARO. \ KILWANOEEO ROMIE .
CONDITIONS WERE VERY ROLIGH, WE WENT - .
ITHOLT WATER AND FOOD FOR SOME TIME.
WE WERE WARNED ABOUT DANGEROUS
WILDLIFE AND KEPT SILENT DURING THE
_a FEARING PATROLS.

.

FROM MOYALE, @l 1 a:
WE TRAVELLED BY LORRY 'tﬁ! ot
TO NAIROBI. WE AVOIDED THE MIN et IV
ROADS BECAUSE SOME OF THE
PEOPLE WITH LS HAD
NO DOCUMENTS

FOR US 8ROKERS, | W —
KARONGA 15 IDEAL, ; ! | MIGRATED IN
THE QECEPTION CENTER | FRO)! .- 9 3l |0 ‘qé'é'é Ie"i%ﬁ
ARRANGES THE TRAVEL W - msmmm
DOCUMENTS FOR THE > = =" :
MGRANTS TO THE | BROKER = e | )
MAN PeFLeee | LEDUSS % N | @< & g HEARD 600D

) ' STORES s
ol ‘ ﬁ : | CONTACTED A
BROKER VIA THE FAMILY

LLONsWE.  [SRIHER ot aooea~r] ¥ .3 il
NTO 50! I/ A VENDOR, GOING DOOR Y. I8 IN SOUTH AFRICA || - OF OTHER MIGRANTS

ACCEPTING MERINTS GECAUSE THEY | AFOICA. TO 000R I SOWETO, YO CouD
DON'T WANT THE CAMP EMPTY, THEIR i S MAKE THERE.
INCOME DEPENDS ON IT, :

AND THE OFFICIALS IN KARONGA KEEP

I TRAVELLED IN A 6ROUP OF 20 OTHER MIGRANTS, WE WENT TO MOYALE AND THEN,

FROM THERE, IN TOYOTA PICKUP TRUCKS THROUGH KENYA... ..SOMETIMES GOING ON FOOT THROUGH THE FOREST
AND MOLINTAINS TO AVOID PATOLS. WE WENT ON
THROUGH ZIMBABWE....

...AND FINALLY
INTO SOUTH
AFRICA. THE
JOURNEY TOOK !
OVER A MONTH.




, | Arrivals & Immigration @)
T ASKED MY FAMILY N—— e
IF THEY COULD TAKE AT THE AIRPORT, | ——
CARE OF MY WIFE AND | WAS ASKED TO {nternational Transfers ©
KIDS DURING MY TRAVEL USE A SPECIFIC ISR TR0
TO SOUTH AFRICA UNTIL gﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ:
| COULD SEND MONEY. el
BROKER.
| CONTACTED A BROKER
IN HOSANNA, HE AOVISED
ME TO TAKE THE AlR
| HAD NO INTENTION OF MG2ATING 70 SOLTH AFRICA, EOQ”JEJES'%SEE‘JE\?
BUT MY LNCLE PUT UP OLIR HOLISE AS COLLATERAL FOR [ FLEW TO JOHANNESBLRS FIRST
4 BANK LOAN, HE DIED IN AN ACCIDENT AND THE BANK it OVER LAND WOLLD 82 AND THEN TO BOTSWANA. THIS WAS
WANTED TO ALICTION OFF OUR HOUSE, | NEEOED MONEY I Ny RISKY. NECESSARY BECALISE | COLLD ONLY
— ENTER SOUTH AFRICA 8Y ROAD.
AT THE AIRPORT
IN BOTSWANA,
| ENCOLNTERED
BROKERS
WHO WERE
COMPETING WITH
MINE, THE SECOND TINE,
WITH SOME ADPITIONAL
THEY REPORTED PAYMENT, | MAOE IT TO
ME 1O THE POLICE SOUTH AFRICA
AND | WAS
DEPORTED BACK
70 ETHIOPIA, THE NUMBER OF BROKERS HAS BROWN RAPIOLY IN RECENT
YEARS, WITH IT COMES COMPETITION, NOW BROKERS EVEN
EXPOSE EACH OTHER AND EACH OTHER'S CLIENTS.

| TRAVELLED TO SOUTH AFRICA
THROLGH KENYA AND TANZANIA ' _
OVER LAND AND THEN BY BOAT. : : IN SOUTH AFRICA,
THE BOAT WAS LEAKING... - | WORKED AS A VENDOR
IT WAS A PERILOLIS JOLIONEY. | e IN A TOWNSHIP, LFE WAS

J i - " DIFFICLLT, ROBBERIES WERE
A DAILY CHALLENEE..

CUSTONERS WHO
BOLIGHT ON CREDIT,
PEFLSED T0 PLY L.




‘BUT THE
WORK WAS
PROFITABLE.

| STARTED WORKING IN A SHOP IN

| FOUND THE LANGUAGE JOHANNESBLIRE AND TOOK OVER

BEING ROBBED WAS A DAILY ..AT THE SAME TIME, MY FRIEND

DIFFICULT AND HAD PRO- CHALLENGE FOR A MIGRANTS

BLENS COMMUNICATING. [l Pl
BECAUSE OF THIS, THE
LOCALS HATE LS ANO
REFUISE TO PAY
THER

SIS

i

HUSBAND COMES
HOME, HE WILL HARM
you!

AFTER THE
ATTACKS, | MOVED
TO DURBAN WHERE

| STAYED FOR 17
YEARS AND
OPENED FOUIR
SHOPS, BRINGING
OVER MY THREE
BROTHERS AND
TWO SISTERS.

MIGRANTS PLAY A SORT OF
CAT-AND-MOUSE GAME WITH
THE ROBBERS.

DO NOT SUPPORT THE
CURRENT CRACKDOWN ON

BROKERS 8Y THE ETHIOPIAN

EGOVERNMENT. | USED TO LIVE
LIKE A KING AND DO MY BUSINESS
IN THE OPEN. NOW | HAVE
TO DO EVERYTHING
LINDERSRPOLND

WORKING IN SOUTH AFRICA IS
PROFITABLE, BUT IT'S NOT EASY TO
SAVE MONEY. AS A MIERANT, YOU ARE
NOT ALLOWED TO OPEN A BANK
ACCOUNT, SO YOU NEED TO KEEP
ALL YOUR MONEY IN CASH. WITH
ROBBERY A DAILY OCCURERENCE,

WHEN THE OWNER LEFT. ONE DAY,
| WAS DRIVING BACK FROM THE
MARKET WITH SUPPLIES AND WAS

AT THE SHOP WAS ROBBED AND

SHOT.

DILAMO’S GROCERS

RETURNING TO
ETHIOPIA, | WAS
ABLE TO START MY
OWN BLISINESS WITH
THE MONEY EARNED
AS A MIGRANT,

I WOULON'T HAVE
BEEN ABLE TO DO
SO OTHERWISE!

| DON'T
HAVE A BAD
OPINION OF
BROKERS.
IT IS FAIR TO SAY
THAT MOST GIVE
PRECEDENCE TO
THEIR OWN PROFIT.
YOU HEAR 600D
AND BAD STORIES.
SOME 0O
EXPOSE MIERANTS
TO RISKS.

THERE ARE
DECEIVING AND THERE ARE
SENUINE BROKERS
WHO GENUINELY ASSIST
MIGRANTS. BUT TODAY,
IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO
FIND A GENUINE BROKER.
AND IF THE JOLRNEY IS
NOT MANAGED WELL,

A MIGRANT CAN END UP
IMPRISONED, DEPORTED
OR DEAD.

«MUCH OF
THE PROGRESS OF THE
CITY IS MADE POSSIBLE BY
MONEY FROM MIGRANTS
WORKING IN SOUTH
AFRICA




About the Project

Between 17,000 and 20,000 Ethiopian men travel to the Republic of South Africa every year, mainly from Hadya and Kambatta via
Moyale.

Ethiopia has been a focus country for EU directives and IOM action plans to control irregular migration towards South Africa,
Libya and the Middle East. The government has outlawed many kinds of migrant smugglers and brokers and their businesses have
gone underground. There is now a large migration industry of smugglers, informal brokers and other actors who help migrants
navigate border controls.

The research on which this comic is based sought to understand the social relations that underpin brokerage and the implications
of clandestine migration for the welfare of the migrants themselves as well as their families. The relationships between migrants
and those who mediate migration are complex with the power shifting between the migrant and broker at different points of the
journey. The research shows that brokers organise journeys through networks using diverse mobility routes and communication
technology. It shows how the system operates and why it continues despite the controls.

This comic was produced by Cartoon Movement, an international platform for editorial cartoons and comics journalism.
The artwork is by Maddo.

The research was funded by UKAid under the Migrating out of Poverty Research Programme Consortium at the University of
Sussex.
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